
MARYLAND WELCOMES 
THE STRIVE PROGRAM
New Program at Riverside Meets a 
Need for Young Students



This year, Arrow Center for Education Schools had the opportunity to meet an 
important need in the local community.  In February 2022, Harford County Public 
Schools, one of our biggest Local Education Agency partners, approached school 
leadership about adding a new program to our Riverside school. Harford County 
needed a program to serve their youngest students with intensive autism needs who 
require a highly specialized education environment. Arrow heeded the call by creating 
Riverside STRIVE.

Serving students with intensive autism needs was new territory for Riverside, but 
we were ready to adapt, and the STRIVE program opened in September 2022. 
Throughout 2023, we witnessed precious moments of growth among individual 
children, as well as the program’s expansion to serve more students. Having the 
opportunity to witness one child’s first word ever was a special moment that our staff 
will never forget. Over the past year, many of our non-verbal students have found their 
voice while learning to use assistive technology, and Riverside has supported families 
so they can hear their children loud and clear at home. A non-verbal student who 
previously adopted aggressive behaviors to express his needs and desires has learned 
to communicate with his parents for the first time, and his aggressive behavior has 
significantly decreased. Riverside celebrated this year’s progress for the students with 
an inclusive, joyous kindergarten graduation celebration!

Riverside STRIVE also offers a summer swimming program to meet the unique 
needs of students with autism. Dr. Ashley Williams explains that “many children with 
autism are drawn to water for its calming, sensory experience” and “enjoy swimming 
significantly more than children without ASD” (LEARN Behavioral). This fascination 
with water puts children with autism at greater risk of drowning and highlights the 
importance of swimming lessons for these students. STRIVE offers students with 
intensive autism a safe environment to learn to swim without the sensory, physical, 
and social challenges of a public pool, which can often be overwhelming. For many 
of the students, it was their first time swimming. Additionally, parents were able 
to swim with their children, which created a special memory for the whole family. 
This is just one example of how STRIVE fosters confidence, teamwork, and a 
sense of accomplishment among our students. Experiences like this are essential in 
contributing to a child’s overall growth and development. 

The STRIVE program is flourishing, as we have expanded to two classrooms full of 
students excited to learn. We look forward to participating in future moments of 
transformation among our students with intensive autism needs as we provide them 
with an environment to learn and grow through Riverside’s STRIVE program. 



Arrow staff played an instrumental role in the passage 
of the Teacher Pay Parity Act in Maryland, which 
ensures that nonpublic schools like Arrow receive 
sufficient funding to provide our teachers with equal 
pay to that of teachers in traditional public schools. 

Sue McLendon has served as the President of 
the Maryland Association of Nonpublic Special 
Education Facilities (MANSEF) Board of Directors, 
which was the organization taking the lead on this 
effort. Sue played a major role in the passage of this 
bill, which is a victory for our teachers and children.  
In addition, one of our teachers, Katri Lein, testified 
on how she loves her work teaching at Arrow 
Riverside, but the gap in pay with her public school 
counterparts is keenly felt.

Previously, nonpublic teachers were paid on average 
18.5% less than teachers in public schools, and the 
number jumped to 33.4% less when factoring in 
working through the summer. In 2023, the Teacher 
Pay Parity Act was passed into law, ensuring that 
nonpublic schools have the funding to close the pay 
gap. Arrow is leading the way in making sure that kids 
receive the quality of education that they deserve.
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EQUITY
FOR ALL 
TEACHERS
Arrow Staff Help
Bring Teacher
Pay Parity to
ALL Nonpublic
School Teachers

Sue McLendon, Associate Vice 
President of Maryland schools, 
and Jennifer McGlothlin-Renault, 
Sr. Vice President of Maryland 
Programming, at MANSEF Lobby 
Day



Meet the Elam Family, the recipient of the Texas Alliance of Child and Family Services (TACFS) 2023 Kinship 
Caregivers of the Year award! Joshua and Maranda Elam are two of Arrow’s fantastic kinship parents. Kinship care 
refers to the care of children by relatives or close family friends. Relatives are the preferred resource for children 
who must be removed from their birth parents, as they can help maintain a child’s connections with their family 
and community, increase stability, and minimize the trauma of family separation. 

The Elam Family grew from five to nine members when Joshua and Maranda opened their home to their cousins 
in need of care. In an interview with the Elams, Joshua and Maranda shared that they believe that as family 
members of children in need, they are best positioned to provide them with a loving, structured home. As kinship 
parents, Joshua and Maranda have had the opportunity to share their faith with the children in their care. They 
agreed that watching their cousins grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ has been the most satisfying aspect of 
this experience. 

Knowing that kinship care can be beneficial for children in foster care, Arrow has worked to increase our kinship 
services in 2023. Leah Wilson, the Director of Kinship, has built a team of family engagement specialists who 
work with kinship families. When kinship families become licensed foster families, they have access to more 
services and supports, benefitting the entire family. In 2022, Arrow licensed 22 kinship homes. In 2023, Arrow 
licensed 67 kinship homes, a three-fold increase in the number of 
families served. Arrow will continue to grow its kinship services in 
2024.

Joshua and Maranda were shocked to receive TACFS’s 2023 
Kinship Award, as they were simply doing what they knew 
was right and had no expectation of recognition. The 
Elams shared that receiving the award has encouraged 
them and reminded them that they are truly making a 
difference for children in need of care. Arrow is grateful 
to each of our amazing kinship families who serve their 
loved ones every day.

SUPERHERO KINSHIP CAREGIVERS
Joshua and Maranda Elam Didn’t Hesitate When Asked 
to Care for Their Cousins
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SPOTLIGHT STORIES

John and Ray are brothers who had been placed with their great 
aunt in foster care in Maryland, but she was unable to keep caring for 
them. John, the older brother, is diagnosed with autism. The brothers 
were temporarily placed in separate foster homes. Ray’s foster father 
was open to adopting him, but he was worried that he didn’t have 
the experience to parent a child with special needs. Ray and John’s 
caseworker worked with him to educate him on caring for a child with 
autism. He began learning more about John, and soon John and Ray 
were reunited in his home. Several months later, he adopted both of 
the boys, and they are now a forever family.

Emily came to Crossroads after two years as a runaway, following 
years of various foster care and residential placements. She was 
particularly drawn to the equine therapy program that Crossroads 
offers. She chose to come to Crossroads, saying that she wanted the 
chance to be a teenager and be safe for once. In her eight months 
at Crossroads, she has thrived, and she is an active participant in 
therapy. She is attending school for the fi rst time in two years, and she 
has gotten a job working with horses. The Crossroads community has 
been able to rally around her as she has faced family tragedies, and 
she is continuing to heal, grow, and live a normal teenager life while 
preparing for adulthood.

10-year-old James was referred to our Behavioral Health Services 
program due to physical and verbal aggression. In eight months 
of working with his Behavioral Support Specialist, James has 
made huge strides, meeting all of his treatment goals, including 
no verbally or physically aggressive episodes in three months. 
Most importantly, he believes that he is loved, part of a family, 
and that his family is not giving up on him. James was adopted 
this year, and he has graduated from Behavioral Health Services!

Our mission has always been and will continue to be to help kids & strengthen families. That 
happens in countless ways throughout the year. Here are just a few of those stories of hope.



Erika Abrams	
Sarah Achenbach	
Michelle Ackley	
Ann Adams	
Sydia Aguilar	
Myriam Ahouansou	
Rhonda Alexander	
Darnell Alexander	
Morgan Alexander 

Griswold	
Edgar Almanza	
Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority	
Sandra Ambrosini	
Brooke Anderson	
Amy Anderson	
Wanda Anderson	
Anonymous Donor	
APG Federal Credit Union	
Sandra Apodaca	
Anahi Apolinar	
Jennifer Lynn Applegate	
Johnny Aragon	
Shanicka Arceneaux	
Nadea Armogan	
TyAunna Armstead	
Leilani Arriazola	
Risha Ashton	
Amnie Assel	
Assistance League of 

Montgomery County	
Emily Atkins	
Doris Austin	
Kathy Backer	
McKinsi Badovinac	
Baird Foundation, Inc.	
Melody Baker	
Megan Baker	
Brice Baker	
Alyssa Baldwin	
Celenia Barbosa	
Matthew Bargsley	
Ashton Barker	
Sara Barnett	
Ruth Barrera	
Sandra Bass	
Scott Batson	
Lauren Battistini	
Craig Beaty	
Beautiful Bliss Jewelry	
Dana Bednarek	
Mary Bell	
Kayla Bennett	

Melissa Bennett	
Mercedes Beyan	
Erica Biglen	
Bikers Against Bullying East 

Texas	
Kiatana Billingslea	
Debbie Birckhead-Grove	
Smail Biri	
Carolyn Bishop	
Melanie Bishop	
Bitner - Henry Insurance 

Agency, Inc.	
Amanda Bixler	
Charmaine Bixler	
Dean Bixler	
Black Walnut Café	
Heather Blue	
Monica Blyther	
Sandra Bobbitt	
John Bogard	
Tabitha Bolt	
Katherine Bond Woody	
Carrie and Doug Boswell	
Katie Bowen	
Christina Bowser	
Billy Braddock	
Levy Bradley	
Kayla Bradshaw	
Roslyn Branchcomb	
Marilyn Brann	
Bright Funds Foundation	
Kiana Brooks	
Pamela Brooks	
John Brown	
Bruster’s Real Ice Cream	
Nyjae Buckner	
Cecilia Buice	
Angela Burciaga	
Rebecca Burgess	
Sara Busse	
Carolina Cabrera	
Whitney Cain	
Mark Cain	
William Calhoun	
Jacob Calhoun	
Sharayah Camara	
Wes Campbell	
Osiris Canedo	
April Cantu	
Rachel Cantu	
Heather Carroll	
CASA of Baltimore 

County	

Joe Castaneda	
Nikki Castro	
Austin Cazares	
Ana-Bel Cepeda	
Sergio Ceppi	
Christina Chacko	
Gabriela Chairez	
Lakeya Chambers	
Timothy Chandler	
Jennifer Chandler	
Chelsea Chapman	
Nancy Chavez	
Paula Chavez	
Children’s Museum of 

Houston	
Christ Family Church of 

Houston 	
Christ Our King Presbyterian 

Church	
Christ the King Presbyterian 

Church	
Chuy’s Mexican 

Restaurant	
Cinepolis Luxury Cinemas	
Deborah Clark	
Donna Clark	
Tracie Clarke	
Ashlee Clary	
Classic Chevrolet 

Beaumont	
Ralph Clements	
Aquanetter Clurksy	
Joanne Cody	
Autumn Colbert	
Tammy Cole	
Zaida Cole Robinson	
Tracey Coleman	
Lavern Colipano	
Mariah Collier	
Fernell Collins	
Comfort Cases	
Gus Comiskey	
Desiree Composto	
Virginia Conklin	
Conroe First Assembly of 

God	
Tyler Constantine	
Margaret Contreras	
Daniel Cook	
Nakaelah Cooper	
Amanda Cordova	
Jenny Corkran	
Joanna Corona	

Victoria Coronado	
Cotton Patch Cafe	
Alexa Coughlin	
Claudia Cousin	
Stacy Craig	
Caitlin Cress	
Brittni Crist	
Elizabeth Crites	
Brittany Crosson	
Crossway Baptist Church	
Teresa Crowell	
Angela Crutch	
Lynnette Cruz	
Victoria Culberth	
Seselia Yasir Ali Saeed 

Dala	
Dan L. Duncan 

Foundation	
Brittany Dancer	
Shakerra Daniels	
Shania Daniels	
Krystle Davis	
Gayla Davis	
Kali Davis	
Diana De La Fuente	
Christina Dean	
Byron Dearixon	
Gabriella Delgado	
Derryberry Mechanical	
Ansley Deshotel	
Sally Jo Dewitt	
Natly Denise Diaz	
Kara Dicarlo	
Itzel Diego	
Tyana Dingle	
Kari Dodson	
Karen Dojan	
Bria Dowell Gayle	
Cara Downey	
Ronnie Drake	
Dresher Foundation, Inc.	
Betty Ann Drury	
Christina Dudley	
Mechelle Dukes	
Nyara Duncan	
Jasmin Dunham	
Richard Duval, Jr. 	
Edes Meats	
Justin Edwards	
Ashley El Moudnib	
Electralink	
Lashundra Ellis	
Colleen and Bill Ellison	

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT!
Your generosity enables us to fulfill our mission of
Helping Kids & Strengthening Families
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I want to introduce myself, and thank you for your support 
of Arrow Child & Family Ministries in 2023. My name is Larissa 
Derderian, and I am the new Chief Development Offi cer at 
Arrow.

I am grateful to work alongside you to empower Arrow to 
serve kids and families at the highest level. Thank you for your 
generosity to the children we serve. You give them hope for a 
future when they need it most.

I would love to meet you in person, learn more about why you 
care about Arrow, and thank you for your generous gift. Please 
reach out at any time. My email is Larissa.Derderian@Arrow.org.
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“The Dresher Foundation 
has long-supported 
Arrow Child & Family 
Ministries because 
we are committed to 
providing hope and 
opportunity to young 
adults in our community.”

“Over the years, Christmas for Reveille has been 
centered around providing toys for children in foster 
care, and we felt a sense of purpose in doing so. 
Last year, Arrow gave us an opportunity to do more 
including wrapping and handing out presents to 
deserving families. This allowed us to be able to see a 
behind-the-scenes look at Arrow and all I can say is 
WOW!!! It was a blessing to see just how hard the folks 
at Arrow work for these kids and their foster families. It 
is an honor for us to be a part of the incredible things 
Arrow is doing for the children of our community.”

Adam Koch
Reveille Networking Group



SERVING TEXAS

LOCATIONS

Amarillo
Austin

Beaumont
Brownwood

Dallas/Fort Worth
Lubbock
McAllen

North Houston
San Antonio

South Houston
Tyler

Waco

SERVICES

Foster Care
Adoption

Recovery from Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation of Children

Behavioral Health Services
Arrow Health Solutions
SSCC (4Kids4Families)

SERVING MARYLAND

LOCATIONS

Bel Air
Belcamp

Hunt Valley
Towson

SERVICES

Arrow Center for Education
Treatment Foster Care

Residential Treatment Facilities
Community-Based Services

Transitional Living
Family-Centered Treatment

Arrow was founded in 1992 by a former foster child who 
grew up in a loving, Christian foster home. Today, we 
strive to give every foster child that same opportunity, 
to experience the unconditional love and commitment 
of a family, and the support and encouragement of 
an engaged community. Because of the principles our 
ministry was founded on, we hold ourselves, and our 
foster families to a higher standard of excellence.



NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
2929 FM 2920 Rd • Spring, TX 77388

281.210.1500 • arrow.org

@arrowcfm

Helping Kids & Strengthening Families
Arrow’s vision is to be the preferred Christian provider of child 

welfare and educational services, connecting church and 
government to serve vulnerable children and families.
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Executive Leadership
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Chief Executive 

Offi cer

Jay Pruett
Chief Operating 

Offi cer

Emily Riley
Chief Administrative 

Offi cer

Larissa Derderian
Chief Development 

Offi cer

Anjanette Sauers
Chief Financial 

Offi cer


